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_ Enter Widow Blackacre, led in by Major Oldfox, and 
Jerry Blackacre following, laden with green Bags. 
Wid. 'Tis an errant Sea-Rufhan z but 1 am glad 1 
met with him at laſt, to ſerve him again, Major; for 
the laſt Service was not 
„ Where is my Paper 
: So, Where is my Couſin Olivia now, my kind 
Relation ? 
Free. Here is one that wou'd be your kind Relation, 
Madam. 
wid. What mean you, Sir ? 
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your Sasch Warming-Pan, with a pox to you ? Me 

Old, O Heavens! 

Free. 1 told you I ſhou'd be thought the fitter 
Jerr. Ay, you old Fobus, and you wou'd 


be bed-rid without a Bed-Fellow! 
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Manet Manly. 

How hard it is to be an Hypocrite ! 
At leaſt to me, e 
I thought it once a ki Knavery, 
Nay, Cowardice, to hide one's Fault ; but now 
The common Frailty, Love, becomes my Shame, 
He muſt not know | love th*' U ſtill, 
Leſt he contemn me, more than the : for |, 
It ſeems, can undergo a Woman's Scorn, 
But not a Man's — 

Ee Enter to him Fidelia. 

Sir, Sir, generous Captain. 

Man. kind Impertinence, leave me. Why 
ſhou'dſi thou follow me, flatter my now, fince 
thou knoweſt I have no Money left? if I had it, I'd 
er Le | 

Fid. 1 never follow'd yer, Sir, Reward or Fame, but 
inn ing, but Leave to 

ſhou'd not 
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Fid. Love did you name? Why, you are not fo 
miſera ge to be yet in love, ſure ? add 
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diſconer'd my Love and Shame « well if I had that thing 
cou'd not think the worſe of me or if he did——no 
yes, he ſhall know it. he ſnall but then I muſt 
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Vicar? Never ſee thee amble the Circuit with the 
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Jer. No; for I have taken my leave of Lawyering 
and Penifogging. 


id. Thou art but my baſe Child ; and according to 
the Law, canſt not inherit it: Nay, thou art not fo 
much as Baſtard eigne. 

Jer. What, what, am I then the Son of a Whore, 
Mother? 
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the ſecond Part of a 
Fid. Not I. Sir. 
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The Plain Dealer. 109 
Fer. Come, Sir, I gueſs what your Buſineſs was here; 
h but this muſt be your Buſineſs now. Draw. [Draws. 


A Fer. No Expoſtulations : I ſhall not care to hear oft, 
Draw. 


* Fid. O hold, Sir, and fend your Servant down, 
et 3 and I Catisfy you, Sir, I cou d not injure you as you 
_ Ver. Leave the Light, and be gone. [Ex. Serv. 


1 2 a Woman, Sir, a very unformnate 
y an Woman. 
your Ver. How ! A very handſome Woman I'm fare 
that then : e 
her Peruke, _—— 
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110 The Plain Dealer. 
Ver. Well. Madam, if I muſt not know who you 


if you are a Woman, there you can keep no Secrets ; 
you'll tell me there all unask'd. Come, [ Pulls ber. 
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The Pliin Dealer. 111 


Ver. No matter, Sir : Muſt you prate ? 
Fid. Oh Heaven's! is there 

[ They thruft her in, and lock the Door. 
Ver. Stay there, my Prifoner ; you have a ſhort 


Fer with a fall Hand tis we raviſh beſt. 
Finis Actus Quarti. 


her. 
* No u ferch the Gold, and that ſhe can't . 
this 

wee [ Exenne. 


ſhall 
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have you to know, before 
ine, the World cou'd not 
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did, you 


given you my Hand, to be led to your 
O50 —_—_ (Seems to 
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Ver. So, fine ! juſt a Marriage-Quarrel ! 
4 illy begins by the Wife's Faule, et, in 
's; and whoſoever 
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116 The Plam Dealer. 
Eliz. Nay, thou ſhalt ſtay a lutle, to damn thy ſelf 


unknown, into my Room, when twas dark, I | 
hether Man or Woman, by Heavens, by 

good; or, may I never more have Joys here, 
W * 


Oliv. O hideous ! hideous Advice ! let us go out of 


the hearing of it. She will ſpoil us, Lettice. 
{ Ex. Oliv. ad Let. at oze Door, Elia. at other. 


The Plain Dealer. 117 


Fid, But I have fince ſworn, never to go near her 
=; for the Husband wou'd murder me, or worſe, 
if he caught me again. 

Aan. No, I will go with you, and defend you to 
night, and then I'll too, never to go near her 


again. 
Fid. Nay, indeed, Sir, I will not go, to be acceſſary 
I wad Beſides, what ſhou'd you go again, 
, for ? 


for 
the Town, who, in an Eating. Houſe, always keep 


Company with all People in't, but thoſe they came 


Free. I went into their Room, but to keep them, and 
Fool the Squire, out of your Room; but you 
peeviſh now, becauſe you have no Money : 
tur why the Devil won't you write to thoſe we were 


ſpeaking of ? Since your Modeſty, or your tua, wan 


118 The Plain Dealer. 


not ſuffer you to ſpeak to em, to lend you Money, 
why won't you try em at laſt that way ? | 
Man. Becauſe | know em already, and can bear 
Want better than Denials, nay, than Obligations. 
Free. Deny you ! they cannot : All of 'em have been 
your intimate Friends. 


Man. No, they have been People only I have oblig'd 


Obligations 
Free, Plhaw ! but moſt of em are your Relations; 
Men of great Fortune and Honour. 
Man. Yes ; but Relations have ſo much Honour, as 
to think — taints the Blood ; and diſown their 


Town, and call all you know, Friends, methinks ſhou'd 
not wonder at it; ſince you find Ingratitude too: 
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The Plam Dealer. 119 
how many Lords Families (tho deſcended from Black- 
ſmiths, or Tinkers) haſt thou call'd Great and Illuftrious ? 
How many ill Tables call'd Eating? How many 


fy Coxcombs, Wits ? ma coaching 
| * 11 Ay many 232 Rogues, 


Man. And ſhe like a mean Jiking . 
Ver. Traiterou 


Fer. Ay, Y. 


1 renn $t 


ty r 


The Plain Dealer. 121 


Man. But thou doſt not, for fo great a Friend, take 
| Y TIS 1 0 Is 
i 5 Ver. Les, ; Da to it, 
2 Co” ka og: 
the Cuckold, is? 
ne ; Fer. No. 
ting 
ous 


Man. She wou'd keep it from you, I ſuppoſe. 
Fer. Yes, 


Vengeance. | 
L 


Man. Navy, thou art a I've 
4 L.A. dangerous Rogue, heard, 
Ld Plauſ. You wrong him ſure, noble in : He 
wou'd do a Man no more Harm behind his back, than 
ts his face. | 
Free. I am of my Lord's Mind. | 
Man. Yes, a Fool, like a Coward, is the more to be 
fear'd behind a Man's back, more than a witty Man; 
for, as a Coward is more bloody 
Fool is more malicious than a Man of Wir. 


than a brave Man, a i 
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The Plain Dealer. 125 
and rails ſo at one wou'd not think had lain 
with her. re Po 

Man. O, Friend, never truſt for that matter a Wo- 


man's Railing ; for ſhe is no leſs a Diſſembler in her 
Hatred than Love: And as her Fondnefs of her Hus- 
band is a fign he's a Cuckold, her railing at another 


Man is a ſign ſhe lies with him. 

Ver. He's in the right on't : I know not what to 
truſt to. [ 4þ 
«ok any notice of it to 

Ver. S0 Sure he is afraid I ſhou d have diſprov d 
him by an Enquiry of her: All may „ 
nn 

unquiet ? 

Ver. Only this baſe impudent Woman's Falſeneſs: I 
cannot put her out of my Head. 

Man. O, my dear Friend, be not you too ſenſible of 
- da of for then 1 ſhall feel em too with more 
Pain, think em unſufferable. Damn ber, her 


The Plain Dealer. 
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An. At half an hour after Seven preciſ 


Gull ! He a Thing to be fear d! 
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Fer. Don't you apprebend the H 


Man. He! 
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128 The Plain Dealer. 

the \» hangs Quanes palt Seven; be there in 
Free. You need not doubt my or Dexterity : 
I am an old and can up a Wench's 
that won't be civil. Shan't we break her Win- 


Wid. Sweet heart, are you ſure the Door was ſhut 
cloſe, that none of thoſe ſaw us come? 


id. Aud you have done me many a good Job for't: 
22 ain. 
*. Knight. Why, we have been perjur d but fix times 
vou. 
x. Knight. 'd but four Deeds, with Husband's 
alt Deed of Gi _ 
2 Knight. And but three Wills. 
1 Knight. And cuunterfeited Hands and Seals to ſome. 
fix Bonds: 1 think that's all, Brother? 


ay Nay, 'twou'd do one's Heart good to be 


forſworn for you : You. have a Confcience in your 

and pay us well. | | 

1 Knights. 8882988988 
wou d be damn'd for her with all one's Heart. 

Koi Rogues, who make us for- 

ſworn. . . and when we coms to be paid, they 
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134 The Plain Dealer. 


[4 Xeiſe as it were People forcing the Door- ö 
Man. Stir not, yet | 
Fid. Nothing bur y 


ln. > won ws yew? Bice, ts dd. hari 
Come, I'll tie urtains, hold. Here, 
take this Cabinet and Purſe, for it is thine, if we 


rig [With 
Man. [oft ene 
— Sword. 

Yer. Odds! I'ma fore 1 Gnd more odds than I ex- - 1 


Freeman, 
Blackacre, and the Widow — — 
. e 


Ha! —wWhat?— 
ſor him! ad 


1855 zo go out, and Manly yp: be. 
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man, let no body ſtir out of the Room; 


notwith- 
the till this 
Gendeman pleaſe v0 trn is Fare > 


bas paſt between us, I cannot part with you 


out 2 Peruke, whic b ſhe loft in the Scuſſle. 
What means this long Woman's Hair, and Face ! now 
all of it appears too beamiful for a Man; which I fill 
thought womaniſh indeed! what, you have not deceiv'd 
me too, my little Volunteer? 
Oliv. Me ſhe has, I'm fure. [Ade 
Aan. 


Enter Eliza and Lettice. 

Eliz. What, Couſin, I ain brought hither by your 
Woman, I fu „to be a Wimeſs of the (econd 
Vindication of your Honour ? 

Oliv. Inſulting is not generous : You "might fpare 
me, I have you, 

Eliz. Have a care, Couſin, you'll confeſs anon too 
much ; and I wou'd not have your Secrets. 

Man. Come, your Bluſhes aniwer me ſufficiently, 
nd you heve been my Volunteer in Love 

{To Fidelia. 

Fid. I muſt confeſs, I needed no Compulſion to 
follow you all the World over; which I attempted in 
this Habit, partly out of Shame to own my Love to 
you, and Fear of a greater Shame, your h of ir 
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136 The Plain Deater. 


for I knew of your Engagement to this „ and the 
Conftancy of _ Nature; which l have 
alter d, but her felf, 

Man. Dear Madam, I deſir'd you to bring me out 
of Confuſion, and you have given me more: I know 
not what to fpeak to you, or how to look upon you; 
the Senſe of my rough, hard, and ill Uſage of you, , 
(cho chiefly your own Fault) gives me more Pain now 
'tis over, than ycu had, when you fſuffer'd it: And if. 
my Heart, the Reſulal of ſuch a Woman, | Pcintang 
ro Olivia] were not a Sacrifice to profane your Love, 
and a greater Wrong to you than ever yet I did you; 

I weu'd beg of you to receive it, tho you us'd it, as 
had dere; for tho it deferv'd not from her the Treat- 
ment ſhe gave ir, it does from you. 

Fid. Then it has had Puniſhment ſufficient from her 
already, ard needs no more from me: and, I muſt 
conſefs, I weu'd not be the only Cauſe of making you 
break your laſt Night's Oath to me, of never parting 
with me; if you do not forget, or repent it. 

Man. Then take for ever my Heart, and this with it; 
[Gives her the Cabinet.] for was given to you before, - 
and my Heart was before your Due : I only beg leave 
to diſpoſe of theſe few——Here, Madam, I never yet 
9 Wench unpai 8 : 

Takes ſome of the Jewels, 'em to Olivia; 
ſhe frites: em down : Plauſible and Novel take 


em 
by giving her the Cabinet. w 


oliv. So it 

Id Planſ. Theſe P 
faichful humble Servant. 

Nov. And this Locket is mine ; my Earneſt for Love, 


which ſhe never paid : therefore my own 6 
wid. By 1 Sir, pray? Couln Olivis, a 


Oliu. 
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Free. I muſt confeſs, I hou'd; for I think moſt of 


our Quarrels to the World, are juſt ſuch as we have to a 
handſom Woman; only becauſe we cannot enjoy her as 


Man. Nay, if thou art a Plain Dealer too, give me 
thy Hand; for now Pl fay, I am thy Friend indeed: 
And for your two Sakes, I have been fo lately de- 
cciy'd in Friends of both Sexes, 


1 will believe there are now in the World 

Good- natur d Friends, who are not Proflitutes, 

And handſom Women worthy to be Friends : 

Tet, for my ſake, let no one cer confide 

In Tears, or Oaths, in Love, or Friend untry d. 
Ex. omnes. 
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EPILOGUE. 


Spoken by the 
Widow BLACKACRE. 


VE ro wit yung Jade, Jock ar mf of 


| . Truth os' i, if yew debawe fie here 
To keep for us 4 Term thro out the Tear, 
We cou'd not live by'r Tongues : Nay, but for you, 
| Our Chamber-Praffice won d be little too. 
And tis not only the Stage Practicer 
Sex Sempſiceſs vent, amid the Courts, ber Ware; 
So, while we baul, and you in Judgment fit, 
The Viſor- Mask ſells Linen too "th Pit. 
O, many of your Friends, beſides us here, 
Do live by putting off their ſev ral Ware. 
Here's daily done the great Aﬀair g Nation; 
Lit Love and us then , have long Lear: 


155 EPILOGUE. 
Bute hold; like other Pleaders, I have done 
Not my poor Client's Bus'neſi, but my own, 
Spare me a Word then, now, for him. Firſs know, 
Squires of the long Robe, he does humbly ſhow ; 

He has a juſt right in abuſing you, 

Becarnſe he is a Brother-Templer too: 

For at the Bar you rally one another, 

' Nay, Fool and Knave, is ſwallow'd from a Brother : 
If not the Poet here, the Templer ſpare, 
And maul him, when you catch him at the Bar. 
Tour Favour, not your Judgment , "tis he fears : 
Of all Love begs you then to rail, find fault ; 
For Plays, like Women, by the World are thought 
(When you ſdeak kindly of em) very naught. 
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